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In the wake of the renewed interest for medieval biblical exegesis, 

due to the seminal works by Berryl Smalley, Henri de Lubac and 

others, recent times have witnessed the emergence of what has 

been called ‘biblical thomism’. This reading of Thomas Aquinas 

attempts to broaden the well-known picture of Aquinas as a 

systematical theologian and commentator of Aristotle by 

exploring Aquinas’s biblical commentaries and looking at his 

thought through the lens of his biblical exegesis and use of the 

Church Fathers. In doing so it is argued that Aquinas’s exegetical 

project, combining various exegetical practices with speculative 

reasoning, has much to teach contemporary theology and biblical 

studies and can advance ecumenical dialogue. 

The main aim of this conference is to provide a status quaestionis 

of this reading of Aquinas as well as to continue and deepen this 

line of investigation, in search of the relevance of Aquinas as a 

biblical commentator for contemporary theology. Possible topics 

to be treated (among many others) are: 

*From a philological/hermeneutical viewpoint: the hermeneutical tools employed by Aquinas 

(exemplum, divisio textus, intentio auctoris, the use of sources, etc.) in reading Scripture but 

also the opportunities and challenges of contemporary computational linguistics.  



 

*From a historical viewpoint: the relation of Aquinas’ exegetical approach compared to his 

predecessors; the influence of this approach on the history of exegesis and theology. 

*From a systematical theological viewpoint: the relation between the theological doctrine of 

Aquinas and his biblical exegesis; the relation between exegesis and preaching; the 

contemporary relevance for ecumenical dialogue.  

 

Papers may be given preferably in English and the presentation should take 25 minutes. To 

submit a proposal, please send an abstract of approximately 300 words (along with your 

name, academic affiliation and contact information) to piotrroszak@umk.pl by January 31, 

2015. Notification of acceptance will be given by the end of February 2015. 

The keynote and other main lectures will be given by Enrique Alarcon (University of 

Navarra, Pamplona), Timothy Bellamah O.P. (Dominican House of Studies, Washington 

D.C./Leonina Commission, Paris) Georg Gasser (University of Innsbruck), Margharita Rossi 

(PUST, Rome), Henk Schoot (Thomas Instituut Utrecht), Enrique Martinez (San Pablo CEU, 

Barcelona), Robert Woźniak (Pontifical University of John Paul II, Kraków), Lluis Clavell 

(Pontifical Academy of St. Thomas, Rome) and Jacek Salij O.P. (Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński 

University, in Warsaw) 

Venue of the conference: Nicolaus Copernicus University, Faculty of Theology, ul. Gagarina 

37, 87-100 Torun, Poland and Centre of Dialogue John Paul II, Pl. Frelichowskiego 1, 87-100 

Torun, Poland www.umk.pl/en/  

Organizing committee:  

Piotr Roszak, Jörgen Vijgen 

For more information check the website of the Conference: 

http://biblicalthomism.wordpress.com/ 
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